
Pastor’s page: Liturgy, The Work of the People, Part Two (adapted from 
Liturgy magazine) 
 
      In my column last week I mentioned what the purpose of liturgy is, 
and some of the obstacles to good liturgy: absence, architecture, the 
environment, distractions, and the ordained and lay ministers. This 
weekend, in part two of my reflections, I include a few more 
distractions.  
      First - Lack of Hospitality –At good liturgy, greeters are at the 
doors, and ushers help prepare people for the celebration. A warm 
smile and welcoming words go a long way to establish the proper 
climate for prayer. In some parishes, the priests, deacons, the Pastoral 
Team, and the Pastoral Council join with the greeters and ushers to 
establish a climate of welcome as the assembly gathers, and of prayer as 
the parishioners leave. We can all be friendly greeters before and after 
Mass! 
       At good liturgy, there is an opportunity after the Mass to meet other 
parishioners informally.  
      Hospitality Committee – Our parish has just created a monthly 
Hospitality event downstairs after Mass. This Ministry will enable our 
parishioners and parish ministry groups to meet and greet one another.  
It is not about the free coffee and pastries. It is about building bonds of 
friendship and love in Christ! Refreshments for parishioners follow all 
the Sunday morning Masses (8, 9:30, 11, and 12:30pm) once a month.  
      Uplifting and transforming liturgies happen when there is: 1- a 
fairly stable tradition of strong, but inclusive leadership, 2 - a shared 
sense of direction in the parish, and 3 - a sense of belonging and of 
community. At St. Kilian we are working on these factors. Our Vision 
and Mission statements, and the goals and objectives that emerged from 
the Vision Statement, are giving us direction as a faith community. 
Your involvement is critical! 
 
Second - Lack of imagination- the people who gather for worship; 
priests, deacons, ministers and the people assembled for Mass, can fail 
to imagine every voice as integral and necessary for the common prayer.  
Our lack of imagination may cause us to just be in the room and think 
that that is enough.  This expectation of minimal presence is a major 
obstacle to the purpose of Catholic worship on a Sunday. 



       It is deadening of soul for the people of God to gather for worship at 
the ‘summit and source’ of our faith life, and fail to engage in the work 
of liturgy. 
 
      Fifty years ago, the Second Vatican Council came to its conclusion. 
Some 2500 bishops from around the world had met over three years in 
committee and as a body, to return the church to the best of the 
tradition in our Catholic faith. Sixteen documents were published as a 
result. All sixteen focused on what it means to be a church. The 
document on the liturgy revised all seven of our sacraments.  
      The central sacrament of our Catholic faith, the Eucharist, returned 
to the sacred action not of the priest alone, but of God’s holy people as a 
worshiping community, ordained and lay, entering into the death and 
resurrection of the Lord, and sharing in his Body and Blood. Mass 
returned to the prayer of the believing community. Language of the 
Mass moved from Latin to the language of the countries where it is 
celebrated. Private prayer became subordinate to the prayer of the 
whole people. 
       As at the Last Supper, when Christ in the presence of his disciples, 
identified himself with the Passover bread and the Lamb of sacrifice, we 
are nourished as modern disciples. We share in his Body and Blood, in 
order to transform the world with God’s love, until Christ returns.  
      In a sermon he delivered in the fifth century, Saint Augustine links 
the bread of the Eucharist (the body of Christ) to those who receive it, 
who are members of the church, and the body of Christ. He tells us: 
“Become what you see, and receive what you are.” We are the Body of 
Christ! 
      The celebration of the Eucharist is our greatest prayer. It requires 
our full involvement.  
 
Peace, Father Bruce 
 


